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ISEUTHANASIAA CRIME?

By Dr. Lionel C.M. VonFrederick Rawlins, President & CEQ, The VonFrederick Group

The war on terrorism has
been temporarily over-
shadowed by the Teri
Schiavo casein Florida
Asacriminologist, this
debacle hasintrinsic
value to the criminal jus-
tice system and to society
asawhole. Questions
about the morality of
euthanasia are not new,
but they are debated with
anew intensity, espe-
cialy since the feeding
tube was ordered re-
moved from Teri
Schiavo.

Recent advances in bio-
medical technology have
made it possible to pro-
long human life in ways
undreamed of by past
generations. Asaresult,
it isnot unusual to find
individuals who have
lived along and useful
life now permanently
incapable of functioning
in any recognizably hu-
man fashion. Biological
life continues; but some

find it tempting to say
that human life, in any
meaningful sense, has
ceased. They argue that
there is no longer any
capacity for creative em-
ployment, intellectual
pursuits, or the cultiva-
tion of interpersona rela-
tionships.

Discussions of the moral
justifiability of euthana-
sia often involve distinc-
tions, which are them-
selves controversial.
Such digtinctions include
that between ordinary
and extraordinary means
of prolonging life, and
that between killing and
allowing to die. Inac-
cordance with a*“ narrow
construal of euthanasia,”
euthanasia is equivalent
to mercy killing. If a
physician administers a
lethal dose of adrug (on
grounds of mercy), this
act isa paradigm of
euthanasia. If, on the
other hand, a physician
allowsthe patient to die
by ceasing to employ
“extraordinary

means’ (such as a respi-
rator, or the feeding tube
in the Schiavo case), this
does not count as eutha-
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nasia, or doesit?

In contrast, on a*“broad
construal of euthanasia,”
the category of euthana-
sia encompasses both
killing and allowing to
die (on grounds of
mercy). Those who
adopt a broad construal
of euthanasia often dis-
tinguish between active
euthanasia, i.e., killing,
and passive euthanasia,
i.e., alowingto die.
Though there seemsto be
clear cases of killing
(e.g., the lethal dose) and
clear cases of allowing to
die (e.g., withdrawing the
feeding tube), there are
more troublesome cases
aswell. Suppose a phy-
sician administers pain
medication with the
knowledge that the pa-
tient’slife will be short-
ened asaresult. A case
of killing? Murder?
Suppose a physician or
family member discon-

tinues “ordinary means’ of
treatment. A case of allow-
ing to die?

Sometimesit iseven said
that withdrawing extraordi-
nary means of life support
isactive (“pulling the
plug!”) in away that with-
holding extraordinary
meansisnot. And at a
time when coronary bypass
surgery and hemodialysis
treatments have become
routine medical proce-
dures, just what distin-
guishes ordinary means
from extraordinary ones?
Costs? Availability? The
age of the patient? The
condition of the patient?
Social status?

(Continued on page 2)
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Thereis one further distinctions,
itself relatively uncontroversial,
that is prominent when debating
the relationship between euthana-
siaand murder. Voluntary eutha-
nasia proceeds with the (informed)
consent of the person involved.
Involuntary euthanasia proceeds
without the consent of the individ-
ual involved because the individua
isincapable of (informed) consent.

Is euthanasiaacriminal procedure?
Isit alegal killing, or murder? To
escape this cloud of controversy
and possible murder conviction,
getaLlVING WILL.
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CEO and CFO

By Dr. Melissa Katherine Luke

Fiduciary Responsibilities

Corporate officers
and managers are
directly responsible
for the preservation
of the shareholders
investment in a
company. Unfortu-
nately, many lead-
ers have not taken their fiduciary
responsibilities as serioudy, as pre-
vious laws have required condi-
tions which have moved Congress
to enact the Sarbanes-Oxley Act to
counter corporate malfeasance in
the future. Although there are
many concepts on how corporate
reform should be structured, nu-
merous citations indicate that cur-
rent corporate reform measure en-
acted by the Sarbanes-Oxley Act
may have some unintended conse-
quences.

Research conducted on Fortune
500 companies between 1995 and
2000 by Sanford Bernstein found
that approximately 33 percent of
all corporate profits during this
time span were due to one account-
ing scheme, namely stock options.
Statistically 33 percent of prestig-
ious corporate leadership may be

involved in accounting mal practice
in some form. The primary area of
failure recognized today in U.S.
Corporationsis segregating or in-
sulating the financial department of
a corporation from the actual op-
erations of the organization itself.
Lack of accountability by corpo-
rate officers, directors and manag-
ers with respect to the financial op-
erations of the corporation has aso
been asserted as the reason for Sar-
banes-Oxley. Until recently, regu-
latory efforts have been focused on
the accounting professions, instead
of who is directly responsible: the
corporate chieftains. Sarbanes-
Oxley was enacted to tighten cor-
porate reform, reassure investors
and strengthen the economy, but
the regulatory controls may be
short-term solutions that will not
create a system that effectively
works until more thorough re-
search has been conducted on the
implementation process.

With the collapse of some of the
world' s largest corporations and
the scandals of today’ s corporate
leaders revealed on a seemingly
daily basis, the issues of leader-

ship, organizationa change, finan-
cia failure, ethics and integrity
have been brought to center stage.
As Sarbanes-Oxley finaizes all im-
plementation dates, thereis a grow-
ing pressure on corporations to find
financially competent CEOs and
CFOs, but efforts by senior-level
executives capable of moving into
leadership positions of small pub-
licly traded entities may be
thwarted by the projected costs and
legal liabilities imposed on them.
The avarice, lack of integrity and
failure of many executives may
have been factors leading to the
creation of one of the most restric-
tive Acts created in Corporate
Americasince the Securities and
Exchange Act of 1934. How cor-
porations will deal with theseis-
sues, and regain the public’'sfaith
in the future will be key to the re-
covery and growth of the economy.
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D I D YOU K N OW?ByMichelIe Blevins, University of Phoenix alumna

That Damascus is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world

That the church of Antioch, started by Saint Paul, was in ancient Syria
That all pet hamstersin the US are descended from a single litter captured in Syriain 1930
That Syriaformerly included the areas now known as Israel, Jordan and Lebanon

That one of the best preserved castles from the Crusades is Krak des Chevaliersin the northwest part of Syria

* *

Syria' s flag uses the four Pan-Arab colors—red, black, white and green. It isthe same flag as that of the former United Arab
Republic in which the two five-point stars represented the countries of Syriaand Egypt. Syria'sflagis similar to those of Egypt,
Iraq and Y emen.

Lawrence of Arabia

Thomas Edward Lawrence

1888-1935

T.E. Lawrence was a British soldier, author and archaeologist. During World War | he led an Arab army in battle against the
Turks, who were German alies. He donned traditional Arab dressin order to engender the trust of the local people. Though he
reached the rank of lieutenant colonel in the RAF, he later re-enlisted as an aircraftsman under an assumed name. After he was
discovered by the press, he enlisted under yet another name as a private in the Royal Tank Corps, later transferring back to the
RAF. He was instrumental in improving the design of high-speed watercraft which saved countless lives during World War I1.
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SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST

How to Treat a Bullet or Knife Wound

Do not immediately pull out any impaled objects.

Bullets, arrows, knives, sticks, and the like cause penetrating injuries. When these objectslodge in the vital areas of the body
(the trunk or near the nerves or arteries) removing them may cause more severe bleeding that cannot be controlled. The object
may be pressed against an artery or other vital internal structure and may actually be helping to reduce the bleeding.

Control the bleeding by using a combination of direct pressure, limb elevation, pressure points, and tour ni-

quets (in that order). (

Direct Pressure. You can control most bleeding by placing direct pressure on the wound.
Attempt to apply pressure directly to bleeding surfaces. The scalp, for instance, bleeds pro-
fusely. Using your fingertips to press the edges of a scalp wound against the underlying
bone is more effective than using the palm of you hand to apply pressure over awider area.
Use thetips of your fingers to control bleeding arterioles (small squirting vessels).

Limb Elevation. When awound isin an extremity, elevation of the extremity above the heart, in addition to direct pressure,
may reduce the bleeding further. Never make people who are in shock sit up simply to elevate a bleeding wound.

Pressure Paints. To reduce blood flow you usually have to compress an artery (where you can feel the pulse) near the wound
against an underlying bone. Just pressing into the soft belly of a muscle does not reduce blood flow by this mechanism.

Pulse Points and Pressure Poinls
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SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST

How to Treat a Bullet or Knife Wound

Tourniquets. A tourniquet is awide band of cloth or abelt that is placed around an extremity 1.‘.,...-1 ;55"‘-
and tightened (usually using awindlass) until the blood flow is cut off. The blood supply must \ﬁ#ﬂ
be compressed against along bone (the upper arm or upper leg) since vessels between the dou- =

ble bones in the lower arm and lower leg will continue to bleed despite atourniquet. The

amount of pressure necessary typically causes additional vascular and nerve traumathat is per- % ‘%
manent. A tourniquet should only be used as a last resort—to save alife at the expense of sacri-

ficing alimb.

Immobilize the injured area.

Using splints and dressings to immobilize an injured area hel ps protect from further injury and maintain clots that have begun to
form. Evenif aninjury to abone or joint is not suspected, immoabilization will promote clotting and help healing begin.

Dressthewound, and striveto prevent infection.

Use sterile (or at least clean) dressings as much as possible. Penetrating injuries may allow anaerobic (air-breathing) bacteriato
get deep into the tissue. Thisiswhy penetrating wounds are typically irrigated with sterile or antibiotic solutionsin surgery.
While thisisrarely practical outside of the hospital, it isimportant to remember that smaller penetrating wounds (nail holesin
the foot and the like) should be encouraged to bleed for a short period to help “wash out” foreign material. Soaking an extremity
in hydrogen peroxide may help kill anaerobic bacteriaas well. Do not apply ointments or goo to penetrating wounds as these
may actually promote infection.

Emergency Tip

Some data indicates that pure granular sugar poured into a penetrating wound can decrease bleeding, promote clot-
ting, and discourage bacteria. You are not likely to seeit used in you local emergency department, but it might be
worth consideration if your circumstances are due.

Get medical attention as soon as possible.

Be Aware

It should be noted that tourniquets are rarely helpful—it is uncommon to have life-threatening bleeding in an extremity that can-
not be controlled by the methods described above. The areasthat cause fatal bleeding (like the femoral arteries or intra-
abdominal bleeding) do not lend themselves to the use of atourniquet. Even most complete amputations do not bleed all that
much, and are controlled by direct pressure. Arteriesthat are severed only part of the way through tend to bleed more profusely
than those that are completely severed.

(Piven and Borgenicht)



We're on the web!
www.vonfrederick.com

If you would like more information regarding one of the articles in this newsletter, feel free to email the author of the arti-
cle at his’her address listed above.

If you would like to know more about a certain topic, or have suggestions for future articles, please feel free to
contact us at www.vonfrederick.com.

About us...

Headquartered in Sacramento, California, The VonFrederick Group is the leader in providing sophisticated maritime se-
curity and corporate security training, and has provided such training on ships, in seaports, in rail yards, airports, and at
corporations and organizations, domestically and internationally. Our team of experts from government, military, indus-
try, academia, and the private sector, is uniquely qualified to meet the enormous market requirements created by the re-
cent and impending acts of terror against the United States and itsinterests, and against corporate America.

The VonFrederick Group’steam of experts provides corporations, governments, military, and individual s with the best
training and education possible, and with geopolitical analyses that enables them to manage risk, and proactively antici-
pate political, economic, criminal and terroristsissues vital to their interests. Our clients include Fortune 500 companies,
governmental agencies, the United States Marine Corps, and the United States Navy.

Unlike other organizations that are reactive, The VonFrederick Group places its emphasis on being proactive, and firmly
believes that proper training and education allows our clientsto properly and effectively manage risk and identify oppor-
tunities. The VonFrederick Group provides core expertise in terrorism, maritime terrorism, corporate terrorism, counter-
terrorism, infrastructure protection, information warfare and security, technical assessments, policy development, organ-
izational review, vulnerability and threat assessment, intelligence analysis, forensic psychotherapy, organizational man-
agement, Wall Street and the securities industry, and other aspects of homeland security.

“Remember, we have to beright all thetime, theterrorists only need to beright once.”




